


East erseals Nor t h Georgia st rengt hens t he healt h and 
developm ent  of  children w it h disabil i t ies, t heir  fam il ies, and 

t he great er  com m unit y.

Championing Kids, Nurturing Genius
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Leading the way to full equity, inclusion, and access5

Community Presence6

push forward 
PHRASAL VERB 

to move farther toward a place in a 
determined way, or in spite of opposition 
or difficulties.



And the work continues...

Much like the prior year, 2021 was filled with uncertainty, obstacles and challenges. Easterseals North Georgia met these odds 

with perseverance, ingenuity and enthusiasm never losing sight of our mission to strengthen children and their families, 

especially in times like these. While the continued effects of the COVID-19 pandemic caused classroom closures, staffing 

challenges and reduced volunteer participation, ESNG cont inued t o posit ively im pact  t he l ives of  t housands of  children, 

grow  our  m ent al healt h and Aut ism  program s and even expand our  foot pr int  w it h t he acquisit ion of  four  Dekalb 

Count y cent ers. While in-person volunteering was not possible because of COVID-19, our team designed a variety of creative 

virtual volunteer opportunities which were extremely well-received by the children. Some of these activities included online 

storytelling, virtual karate and yoga classes and even a cheerleading camp! Additionally, the 2021 Annual ?Trick or Treat Trot? 

yielded a record turnout from the community.

The acquisition of the four Dekalb County centers in 2021 meant big changes for ESNG. Not only did ESNG expand our  reach 

allow ing us t o serve an addit ional 564 children , we also moved our corporate headquarters from Atlanta to Clarkston, 

Georgia. Significant capital expenditures were required to prepare the Dekalb facilit ies for children; these requirements 

included necessities like heating and air units and safety repairs on existing gas lines. The transition to the new corporate 

location was successful and has the added benefit of being located adjacent to one of our Child Development Centers.

Another focus for 2021 was m eet ing t he grow ing dem and for  m ent al healt h suppor t  for  underserved children in our 

communities. ESNG continued to place an emphasis on social and emotional support therapies both in our program 

development as well as advocating for policy changes to address this need. We are pleased to use our evidence-based 

approach to pioneer life-changing therapies for young children and their families who struggle with a variety of mental health 

challenges and Autism.

ESNG eagerly greeted 2022 with the cont inued passion  to strengthen children and their families in our communities. Our 

team of compassionate experts are enthusiastic about the year ahead and look forward to nur t ur ing t he genius in every 

child regardless of  abil i t y, incom e or  circum st ance.

They can't  wait . Why should we? 
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Never  Losing Sight
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 SERVICES
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All children are born with unlimited potential...

Ear ly Educat ion

Ear ly Int ervent ion

Fam ily Suppor t

Easterseals North Georgia believes all families ? regardless of income, disability, or national origin ? deserve access to 
early care and education programs that are high-quality and affordable. Our Early Education and Care Program serves 
over 2,000 children and their families- most of whom are facing challenges due to poverty or disability, and sometimes 
both. We provide high-quality, comprehensive early education for young children who live at or below the federal 
poverty level in metro Atlanta and Northeast Georgia. Our 16 nationally accredited child development centers ensure 
children learn in a developmentally appropriate environment while also receiving comprehensive services, including 
nutrition, medical, dental, disability, and social-emotional services that children need thrive.  

Early Intervention services help young children with disabilit ies achieve their goal in cognitive, social/emotional, 
communicative, adaptive and physical development. By providing screening, evaluation, and treatment for children with 
disabilit ies or who are at risk of developmental delay, plus education and support for their parents, family members, and 
caregivers we ensure that children with disabilit ies have increased independence and will be prepared to meet with 
success when they enter school. Treatment includes physical, occupational, speech therapy; special instruction and 
service coordination to children ages birth to three years.

Easterseals North Georgia provides parent education, job training, GED and ESL classes to the families of the enrolled 
children. We are dedicated to providing low-income children and their families with the knowledge, skills, and tools to be 
healthy, happy, and successful. At our 16 child development centers, we have Family Service Advocates who work to 
make sure that we strengthen our families? capacities by helping families set goals, create an action plan and achieve 
self-sufficiency. They work with participants to address any barriers they may face in their journey to success and any 
referrals for services the family may need. 
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Easterseals North Georgia at our core believes that within every 
single child there is a genius just waiting to be unwrapped. To be 
provided with the skills and the resources to empower that genius 
to emerge. Starting at birth and at every critical point throughout 
their childhood, ESNG is there creating solutuions that change 
lives.  Thank you to all of the donors, board, staff, and community 
who continue to help us ensure that every child in Georgia can 
achieve their dreams.  
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Cham pions For  Children
Providing support services to children with disabilit ies and 
their families has been the hallmark of Easterseals? mission 
since our inception 100 years ago. Our Champions for 
Children  program does just that; it provides financial support 
to families whose children do not qualify for the Katie Beckett 
Waiver. This year we were able to assist 265 families.

 

Fost er  Grandparent s
Our Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and 
friends. They help our children learn to read, provide  
one-on-one tutoring, and guide the children at a critical 
time in their lives.  Put simply they help give the kind of 
comfort and love that sets a child on the path toward a  
successful future.  This year we had 75 Foster Grandparents 
volunteering in our Early Childhood Development Centers. 

 

Ear ly Int ervent ion
The early identification and treatment of children with disabilit ies 
is critical to their future success. Easterseals? Early  Intervention 
and Therapy offers therapy in a child?s natural environment ?  
their homes or other community environments such as their 
child care center. Children ages 0-3 years old with developmental 
delays, disabilit ies, and/or certain diagnosed  disabling conditions 
that have a high probability of resulting in delays are eligible to 
receive early intervention services. This year ESNG ensured  2,689  
children with disabilit ies received early identification and 
treatment. 

 

Ear ly Educat ion
At Easterseals North Georgia we are dedicated to providing 
quality Early Education and Child Care to children of all  
abilit ies. This school year our Childhood Development 
Centers provided comprehensive Early Education and Care 
to 1,610 children through our Headstart & Early Headstart 
programs. 

  

IMPACT AT A GLANCE
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HIGHLIGHTS
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Our Annual Top Golf fundraising event was rescheduled from May to August. 
However, sponsorships and participation remained lower than usual. Despite the 
roadblocks, we were able to host a successful event with 18 participating teams. 
Our silent auction went virtual with a total of 24 donated items. This event raised 
over $40,000.

Our Annual Family Fall Festival and 5k Run/Walk is a fun way to bring 
awareness to the many issues affecting Georgia?s disability community and to 
raise support for young children living with disabilit ies and special 
needs.Although we are still amidst the Covid-19 Pandemic we had a record turn 
out from the community at Thrasher Park.Over 400 children and their families 
came to participate in our crafts, activities, and Spooky Sprint race. They even 
had the chance to meet many of their favorite superheroes and Disney 
characters! A Special Shout Out To: Kuumba Storytellers (Tattle Tales), Miss 
Georgia, Piccadilly Puppetry, Cosplay Volunteers of Atlanta, Atlanta Beltline 
Cosplay, DJ George,volunteers, and many more for helping make this event a 
memorable one for the kids in the community.

FUNDRAISING
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Tr ick -Or -Treat  Trot

Topgolf

$43,850 raised!

$44,297 raised!

Like many nonprofits our fundraising team has been met with a multitude of challenges. 
Covid-19 has significantly impacted our two primary Special Events that account for 
$150,000 of our annual fundraising dollars.
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Headst ar t /Ear ly Headst ar t
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OUTCOMES

 In Georgia, there are currently 232,000 children from birth to the age of five living in poverty. Easterseals North Georgia 
offers hope and help to these at-risk children with our Early Head Start and Head Start Programs. The following tables 
reflect Easterseals North Georgia's most recent Early Childhood Outcome Data as reported through our Early 
Education and Care Program.
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Agency Com pliant  

OHS Aligned Monitoring Visit (2020-2021) (Environmental 

Health and Safety, CLASS, Fiscal Integrity and ERSEA) 
Yes 

BFTS Licensing Reviews Yes 

A-133 Audit Yes 

Quality Rated Yes 

NAEYC Yes 

Regulat ory Monit or ing  

Class (Classroom  Assessm ent  Scor ing Syst em ) 

The CLASS tool focuses on the quality of teacher-child 
interactions, and the data gathered is used for program 
improvement and informing professional development 
planning. OHS has set a minimum score requirement in three 
domains: Emotional Support, Classroom Organization, and 

Instructional Support. 

PARENT, FAMILY, & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Families play a critical role in preparing their children for school and for a lifetime of academic success.  In Head Start/Early Head Start, parent 
and family engagement activities are systemic and integrated across program foundations and program impact areas.  Because of this, family 
engagement outcomes are achieved, resulting in children who are healthy and ready for school.  Parent and family engagement activities are 
grounded in positive, ongoing, and goal oriented relationships with families.  Easter Seals measures seven family outcomes that help lead to 
overall school readiness for children.  These seven family outcomes are as follows:  1) Family Well-Being, 2) Positive Parent-Child Relationships, 
3) Families as lifelong Educators, 4) Family As Learners, 5) Family Engagement In Transitions, 6) Family Connections To Peers And Community, 

7) Families as Advocates and Leaders. 
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2020-2021 CLASS Dat a

Dom ain East er  Seals

Emotional Support 6.0903

Classroom Organization 5.8565

Instructional Support 2.8565



PARENT, FAMILY, & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Families play a critical role in preparing their children for school and for a lifetime of academic success.  In Head Start/Early Head Start, parent 
and family engagement activities are systemic and integrated across program foundations and program impact areas.  Because of this, family 
engagement outcomes are achieved, resulting in children who are healthy and ready for school.  Parent and family engagement activities are 
grounded in positive, ongoing, and goal oriented relationships with families.  Easter Seals measures seven family outcomes that help lead to 
overall school readiness for children.  These seven family outcomes are as follows:  1) Family Well-Being, 2) Positive Parent-Child Relationships, 
3) Families as lifelong Educators, 4) Family As Learners, 5) Family Engagement In Transitions, 6) Family Connections To Peers And Community, 

7) Families as Advocates and Leaders. 
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 LEADERSHIP

Michael Grillaert, 

Chairman

Laura Lord, 

Vice Chair

Ellen Bailey, 

Secretary

Tate Sisk,

Treasurer

Howard Billingslea, 
Past Chair

Chris Emslie

Mujib Khan

David Kupsky

Meghan Jones

Donna Leftenant

Gary E. Bingham

Chris Rubio

Camilo Sarmiento

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Donna Davidson

President/CEO
Marianne Southwood

Director of Human Resources

Norma Center
Director  of Development

Bipin Nagar

Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

Robert Gwaltney

Vice President of Early Education & Care
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Robert Pinno 

Director of Compliance 

Jeff Randa

Director of Quality Implementation

Freddie Lovett

Director of Foster Grandparents



LOCATIONS
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Brookvalley 

1146 Sheridan Road 

Atlanta, GA 

30324 

Phone: 404-633-6083 

 

Lawrencevil le 

3549 Lawrenceville Hwy

Tucker, GA 

30084 

Phone: 470-275-4650 

Guice 

1485 Woodland Avenue 

Atlanta, GA

30316 

Phone: 404-622-1569 

 
Mansell 

80 Mansell Court East 

Roswell, GA 

30076 

Phone: 678-585-9100 

 
Norcross 

4335 Steve Reynolds Blvd 

Norcross, GA 

30093 

Phone: 770-674-5513 

 

Prem ier  Academ y 

399 Macedonia Road 

Atlanta, GA 

30354 

Phone: 404-675-9301 

 

Sylvan Hil ls 

1757 Melrose Drive, SW 

Atlanta, GA 

30310 

Phone: 404-758-7774 

 
Warsaw  

1240 Warsaw Road 

Roswell, GA 

30076 

Phone: 770-643-7999 

 
Bar row  Count y 

75 Maynard Street 

Winder, GA 

30680 

Phone: 770-867-6167 

 

Jackson Count y 

215 Stan Evans Drive 

Jefferson, GA 

30549 

Phone: 706-367-7257 

 

Madison Count y 

85 Rock Quarry Road 

Danielsville, GA 

30633 

Phone: 706-795-2092 

 
Walt on Count y 

832 GA Hwy, 11 S. 

Monroe, GA 

30655 

Phone: 770-267-7107 

 
Winder  

37 S. Center Street 

Winder, GA 

30680 

Phone: 470-429-2105 

 

Clarkst on

815 Park N. Blvd. 

Clarkston, GA 

30021

Phone: 404-458-6246

 
Colum bia

1275 Clarendon Ave. 

Avondale Estates, GA 

30002 

Phone: 470-355-3689 

 
Ham br ick

777 Hambrick Road

Stone Mountain, GA 

30083

Phone: 404-458-6485 

 

Jeff Randa

Director of Quality Implementation





815 PARK NORTH BLVD
CLARKSTON, GA

404-943-1070
WWW.EASTERSEALSNORTHGEORGIA.ORG
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